
ST CYPRIAN OF CARTHAGE

• Troparion — Tone 8

• Guide of Orthodoxy, teacher of piety and holiness, / luminary of Carthage, 
God-inspired adornment of confessors, / O wise Cyprian, by thy teachings 
thou hast enlightened all, O harp of the Spirit. / Intercede with Christ God 
that our souls be saved.

• Kontakion — Tone 2

• We honour you, O Cyprian, / as a true shepherd who with your sacred words 
and divinely-wise doctrines / has shown us the boundary-stones marking out 
the one Church of Christ. / Even unto death you bore witness with courage; / 
wherefore, we extol you as a hierarch and martyr. / Entreat Christ that we all 
be saved.



ST CYPRIAN OF CARTHAGE

• Latin in full Thascius Caecilius
Cyprianus, 

• Born 200 ce, Carthage—Died 
September 14, 258, Carthage

• Western and Eastern feast day 
September 16; 

• Anglican feast day September 26), 

• early Christian theologian and bishop of 
Carthage  

• led the Christians of North Africa during 
a period of persecution from Rome.



ST CYPRIAN OF CARTHAGE

• Cyprian was born into a rich, pagan, Berber (Roman African) 
Carthage family sometime during the early third century. 

• His original name was Thascius

• Before his conversion, he was a leading member of a legal 
fraternity in Carthage, an orator, a "pleader in the courts", and a 
teacher of rhetoric

• received a classical education. 

• Soon after converting to Christianity, 

• he became a bishop in 249. 

• Converted to Christianity at the age of 35

• A controversial figure during his lifetime, his strong pastoral skills, 
firm conduct during the Novatianist heresy and outbreak of 
the Plague of Cyprian (named after him due to his description of 
it), and eventual martyrdom at Carthage established his 
reputation and proved his sanctity in the eyes of the Church

• Was baptised when he was thirty-five years old,c. 245 AD. After 
his baptism he gave away a portion of his wealth to the poor 
of Carthage



WHERE IS CARTHAGE?

• Where is Carthage?

• It is a great city of antiquity on the 
north coast of Africa, now a 
residential suburb of the city of Tunis, 
Tunisia



QUOTES AND WRITINGS

• "Be constantly committed to prayer or to reading [Scripture]; by praying, you speak 
to God, in reading, God speaks to you."

• "No one is strong in his own strength, but he is safe by the grace and mercy of God."

• "Whatever a man prefers to God, that he makes a god to himself."

• "If He prayed who was without sin, how much more it becometh a sinner to pray!"

• "Think not that you are thus maintaining the Gospel of Christ when you separate 
yourselves from the flock of Christ."


